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The evolution of jazz from its beginnings to the present, historical development of jazz at each

period, an in-depth analysis of its major performers, arrangers, and composers, practice of listening skills and

critical writing
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Roots

Early Jazz in New Orleans, Chicago, New York City
Swing Era in New York City, Kansas City, and Europe
Bebop and Afro-Cuban

Cool Jazz and Hard Bop

Third Stream and Modal Jazz

West Coast Jazz

Free Jazz and Avant-Garde

Civil Rights Movement

0. Bossa Nova
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DeVeaux, Scott Knowles and Gary Giddins. Jazz. Second ed. New York, NY: W. W. Norton & Company, 2015.

Gioia, Ted and ProQuest (Firm). The History of Jazz. Third ed. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2021.

Shipton, Alyn, A New History of Jazz. Revised and updated edition. London, Bloomsbury, 2007.
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Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Aug 18
Introduction

Roots

Aug 25

Early Jazz

New Orleans & Chicago

Sep 1
The Jazz Age
New York City 1920s

Sep 8
The Swing Era

Sep 15

Dance Craze

Sep 22
Bebop & Afro-Cuban

Sep 29
MIDTERM EXAM

Oct 6
TERM BREAK

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

Week 16

Oct 13
NO CLASS - Holiday

Oct 20
Cool Jazz

West Coast Jazz

Oct 27
Hard Bop
Funk

Nov 3
Third Stream
Modal

Bossa Nova

Nov 10

Free Jazz / Avant-Garde
Post-Bop / Free Bop
Civil Rights

Nov 17

Jazz-Rock Fusions

Nov 24
JAZZ TODAY PRESENTATION

Dec 1
FINAL EXAM
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In-Class Activities 40%

Transcription From 1920s-30s 15%

Midterm 15%

Jazz Today Presentation 15%

Final 15%

EREY 100%

A = 85-100% B+ = 80-84% B = 75-79%
C+ = 70-74% C = 65-69% D+ = 60-64%
D = 55-59% F = 0-54%

In-Class Activities (10 Activities for 4 Points Each)
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Transcription From 1920s-30s (15 Points) — 29 September and 20 October 2026
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Midterm Exam (15 Points) — 29 September 2026
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Jazz Today Presentation (15 Points) — 27 October and 24 November 2026
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Final Exam (15 Points) — 1 December 2026
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Week 1 Aug 21
1. Introduction
a. A \Very Brief History of Jazz
2. Quiz
a. Before-After guessing game for jazz period
b. Quiz Jazz Period
3. Orientation
a. Syllabus
b. Expectations / Grading
c. Magazine Project
4. Lecture
a. Roots
5. Magazine
a. DownBeat

b. JazzTimes

Week 2 Aug 28

1. Lecture
a. New Orleans
b. Chicago

2. Quiz
a.

3. Magazine
a. Article Samples

b. Roles and choose your roles

Week 3 Sep 4
Louis Armstrong
New York City 1920s

Week 4 Sep 11
The Swing Era

Week 5 Sep 18
Kansas City
Basie

Week 6 Sep 25

MIDTERM PROJECT

Week 7 Oct 2
MIDTERM EXAM



Week 8 Oct 9
TERM BREAK

Week 9 Oct 16
Bebop
Cuban

Week 10 Oct 23
HOLIDAY

Week 11 Oct 30
Cool Jazz
Third Stream

Week 12 Nov 6
Hard Bop
Modal

Week 13 Nov 13
Free Jazz

Bossa Nova

Week 14 Nov 20

Fusions

Week 15 Nov 27

Special Topics

Week 16 Dec 4
FINAL EXAM



Tier list
Budget buying

Making a band

Sing Armstrong Hot 5



